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sternly opposed to their union. In it the unfortunate girl
told him that it had now grown impossible for her to con-
ceal their intercourse longer, and that rather than brave her
father's wrath she was determined to fly from Rome, out
into the cold world, alone and on foot.
clf you are an honourable man/ said I, cyou will not
abandon her; you must marry her in spite of her father and
yours; Providence will take care of you.' I talked and rea-
soned with him for a long time, and by and by he grew
calmer. He left me saying he would never desert his sweet-
heart. One evening in the beginning of January, as I was
preparing for bed, the door of my room was flung open,
and a young abbe, breathless and flushed, rushed in. In
spite of the disguise I immediately recognised Barbara
Dalacqua, the doctor's sweetheart. She threw herself at my
feet and begged me to have pity on her. What heart so hard
as to remain untouched by the prayers and tears of a pretty
and unfortunate woman!
'Where is your lover the doctor?'
'The police have taken him. I was on my way to join
him, dressed as you see, when I saw them thrusting him into
a carriage. I felt that my turn would come next, and that 1
was surely lost unless I could find some safe hiding-place^
I obeyed my first impulse and came to you.'
cMy poor girl,' I said, 'it is now midnight; when morni
ing breaks what do you propose to do ?'
CI will leave the house,' she sobbed. 'In these clothes no
one will recognise me; I will leave Rome, and I will walk
straight before me until I fall dead of fatigue.'
I made her lie down on my bed, and early in the morning
I went out, intending to go to her father and beseech him to
forgive her; but I saw that I was followed, and I turned
into the cafe, and, as calmly as I could, ordered some choco-
late. As I was staying in Cardinal Acquaviva's house, I fore-
saw the trouble and disgrace which would come on me if
the police should institute a search. On returning to my room
I induced the poor prisoner to swallow a biscuit and a little